
Lempster Planning Board
Approved Meeting Minutes
Monday, October 13, 2025
At Lempster Town Office

Members present: Mark Adams, Bill Rodeschin, Kirt Wirkkala, David Richards, Scott Goodspeed (alternate)

Others Present: Daryl Simino, Jon Thomas, Melanie Kraus, Read Gildner-Blinn, Jason Fulton

Meeting called to order at 7:01 pm by Chairman Adams.  Everett Thurber was absent and Daryl Simino was
offered to sit in as the Selectman ex-officio.

Review of draft minutes
Minutes of the 9/8/25 meeting were accepted as presented.

New Business
Jason Fulton has purchased the property that has the excavation site permitted to his mother, Della

Fulton.  Discussion was had about his plans for the excavation site.  Mr. Fulton intends to continue with 
the plan as previously established.  The Board will contact Town Council about the legal options of Della 
Fulton continuing with an excavation permit now that she does not own the property.  Jason will return to 
the next month’s meeting to continue the discussion.

CIP
Fire Chief Jon Thomas presented the fire department CIP requests.  He intends to purchase water 

and ice rescue equipment from the Fire Equipment CIP.  The Board requested a list of what would be 
considered as fire department equipment as an attempt to have specific projects listed.  Chief Thomas 
invited the Board to visit the station and to have a tour of the current equipment and apparatus.  Chief 
Thomas was requested to provide a list of projects to be considered under the Emergency Water Supply 
CIP as well.

Emergency Management Director Jon Thomas presented the emergency management CIP.   
Discussion was had about the need for backup generators.  Currently, the only building that still needs a 
generator is the town office building.  The school is working on battery systems tied in with the solar 
generation.  The radio communication needs were discussed for the fire and highway departments.  A list 
and estimated costs will be assembled.

Rescue Lieutenant Melanie Kraus stated that there was no change in the requests for the rescue 
squad from last year.  A short discussion was held about the increasing need for an ambulance in town.

Forest Fire Warden David Richards was not seeking any change in the CIP amounts.  Chief Thomas 
mentioned that the Washington Fire Chief told him that a 2 day brush fire in Washington this year had a 
cost of approximately $3,000 for supplies.  Warden Richards requested an increase in the Emergency 
Response CIP project cost to $10,000 with the yearly request of $1,000 for an additional 5 years.

Planning Board Professional Contingency CIP will be left as it is.
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CIP cont.
Highway Supervisor Scott Goodspeed requested more time to assemble the highway department 

requests.

A work session will be held on Monday, October 27, 2025 to tour the fire station at 6:00 pm and 
then return to the office to continue with the CIP discussion.

Return to New Business
A driveway permit application was received from Justin Armstrong on Keyes Hollow Road (Map 

206, Lot1).  Highway Department recommends an 18 diameter culvert and to keep the brush cut back for 
safe sight.  Motion made by Kirt Wirkkala and second by Bill Rodeschin to approve the driveway permit 
with the Highway Department recommendations.  All were in favor.

Schedule for excavation site visits on Saturday, November 1:
9:00 am, Howard Family Holdings
9:30 am, Eric Pollari
10:00 am, Newport Sand & Gravel
10:30 am, Grandview Heights
11:00 am, Fulton
A notice will be sent to the permit holders.

Motion made by Kirt Wirkkala and seconded by Bill Rodeschin to adjourn the meeting.  All were in favor.  
Meeting was adjourned at 9:31 pm.

Respectfully Submitted, 
David Richards, Secretary


